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President's Word

Dear Friends,

It was most gratifying to note the enthusiastic reception the re-
birth of L' Orient Philatelique received.

We want to thank particularly the members of the Egypt Study
Circle for their warm welcome, positive comments and efforts to

spread the word among collectors from all over the world.

Our editing team is hard at work and I am sure the current issue

of L'orient Philatelique will justify enthusiasm!
Warm Regards to all,
Philatelic Society of Egypt

President

Hisham Bassyouny
%%%z

Notes
1) This is a non periodic magazine and is free to the society members.

2) Donations to the society will be greatly appreciated and allow
us to continue and improve this puplication.

3) Advertising is free, subject to approval by board of directors.
4) All correspondence, to be addressed to: Mr. Hisham Bassyouny, president
POB 142 Cairo, Egypt.
E-mail: hisham @bassyouny.net



NEWLY DISCOVERED UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC
MEDICAL PROFESSIONS STAMPS
(Lucien S. Toutounji)

Egypt and Syria joined on 1 st February 1958, forming the United
Arab Republic (U. A. R.). The union removed all customs barriers and
resulted in an unprecedented development of trading between the two
regions of the new country.

A small quantity of 2 milliemes Egyptian Medical Professions reve-
nue stamps overprinted in Arabic "Maatouk Brothers" and in Latin
and Arabic script new values denominated in Syrian Piasters, has re-
cently been found.

The new face values are 14.5, 15, 18.5, 25.5, 27 and 96.5 Syrian Piast-
ers. All with gum, except for most of the 27 piasters which may have
been stuck together and soaked off, prior to their philatelic discovery!

No complete sheets were found, but , it is clear that the stamps came
in Blocks of 100 and were overprinted 50 at a time as shown in the
following photo of the 25.5 piasters, which clearly indicates two dif-
ferent plate positions. The overprints are of mediocre quality and sev-
eral printing flaws and errors have been noticed both in the script and
in the figures.

Two Control Blocks with straight edge of the 15 piasters (Feltus #
845) and one 15 piasters with sideways watermark (Feltus 845 a) and
two 18.5 piasters (Feltus 845) one of which i1s without vertical sel-
vage, were found. They are all from the bottom right corner and the
control number on all is in Arabic: 59/a (Alef).

The Maatouk Brothers, were leading importers and distributors of
pharmaceutical products in Egypt. Building on the new union, they
extended their business to the the Syrian region of the U .A .R.



Syrian laws, required the affixing of Medical professions revenue
stamps on certain pharmaceutical products and medical prescrip-
tions. To comply, the Maatouk Brothers had Egyptian Medical
professions two milliemes stamp (the lowest denomination avail-

able), overprinted in Syrian Piasters.

The stamps came from various printings, hence shades and dif-
ferent papers, unwatermarked and watermarked sideways, as fol-

lows:

Unwatermarked Paper. (Feltus Third Issue 1957. catalogue #
841):
14.5, 27 Syrian piasters.

Watermarked Paper, Vertical Stethoscope. (Feltus fourth Issue
1959 - 1970. catalogue # 845):

15, 18.5, 25.5, 93.5 Syrian piasters.

Watermarked Paper, Horizontal Stethoscope. (Watermark Side-
ways Feltus fourth Issue 1959 - 1970, catalocue # 845 a):

15 Syrian piasters.

The import and the wholesale distribution of pharmaceutical
products in the U. A. R. were nationalized in July 1960, as part
of the socialist policies of the Nasser period. The stamps over-
printed "Maatouk Brothers" were therefore short lived and must
have seen little use. Syria withdrew from the United Arab Repub-
lic in 1961.
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Let's Collect Egyptian Stamps
Kamal Shalaby
I'm specialized in Egyptian stamps.
covers, FDC's, varieties, essays,
proofs and postal stationery, Egypt
and Sudan specialized philatelic lit-
1| ter, Egypt new issue service, the Roy-
| al Albums of Egypt & 222 Topicals
for all topicalists. Wants lists most
welcome.

Kamal Shalaby - 3 Aly Basha Fahmy
street - Gleem - Alexandria - Egypt
Tel & Fax: + 203 - 5840254
Mobile: 010 - 5838213
E-mail: negam@ writemail. com

www. Kamal. ca. tc

Stamps & Epheme

£

Mohammad Fahmy

I am specialized in world
stamps, FDC's, covers, post-
al stationery, picture post
cards, books, magazines,
documents, medals, tickets
and many other collectibles.
Mohammad Fahmy 11 Hagar Al
Nowateyah Street, Behind No.
132-Beside Cinema Layla.
Bakoos-Raml AlEskandreya -
Alexandria - Egypt.
Tel: + 20-3- 571336
Mobile: + 20- 10- 1549011
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THE OVERLAND MAIL

Postal Forwarding Agents
By: Arch. Samir Amin Fikry

The Overland Mail across Egypt was being organised by several

firms, as follows:

1 _ Thomas Waghorn from 1833 to 1846.

2 _ The Egyptian Transit Co. from 1843 to 1848.

3 _ Samuel Briggs from 1843 to 1858.

4 _ Samuel Shepheard from 1848 to 1859.

5 _ G. W. Wheatley, Nazzio &Co. and Mondolfo & Co.

6 _ The Posta Europea mail by Carlo Meratti.

The following article is about the Egyptian Transit Co. which

was the second firm dealing with the Overland Mail after T.

Waghorn between Europe and India Via Egypt.
The Egyptian Transit Co.
1843 - 1848

On 26 . 5. 1843, the Egyptian Government nationalized the Sa-
muel Briggs Co., starting its activities under a new name: The
Egyptian Transit Co., especially to compete with the foreign
Thomas Waghorn Co. for expediting mail between Europe and
India via Egypt through the following routes was very accurate,
since any delay would result in missing the once per month main

boat from Suez to India:

Route 1: from Alexandria to Atfe (44 miles) by steam
boats through the Mahmodia canal.

.



Route 2: from Atfe to Cairo (122 miles) also by steam
boats, but through the river Nile.

Route 3: from Cairo to Suez (84 miles) by horse car-
riages through the eastern desert where there
was a rest house every 10 miles. The total
time for the above three routes was 60 hours.

Unfortunately, this new company was not able to continue oper-
ating, and was closed in the same year, when rule passed to Ibra-
him Pasha in 1848.

The Egyptian Transit Co. had 3 different markings Cairo, Alex-
andria and Suez.

N\
=

Wanted By Collector

1949 Egypt occupation of Palestine trial overprints in

unissued colors.....

mint, never hinged, single complete set, or mint, never

hinged blocks of four.

Robert J. Cohen
e - mail: Rjcohen885 @ AOL. com
Member: APS.
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The Cairo Marking
1843

NG AA T

Cover from Cairo to Alexandria, struck with oval hand stamp of
the Egyptian Transit Co. of Cairo. These postmarks were gener-
ally used as the sender's cachet. Their presence on the cover does
not mean that the letter was necessarily forwarded by the Egyp-

tian Transit Co.

- 10 -



The Suez marking

In February 2002, I went to Geneva for the Auction of the Wolfs-
bauer collection of Austrian Levant, I was lucky to get the fol-
lowing unique cover of the Egyptian Transit Co. Suez.

Suez, combination usage with Austrian P.O. Alexandria

1846

The Only Cover Recorded

On 2. 6. 1846, the above folded entire was sent from Dum Dum,
India to Heidelberg via Bombay rated 5 Rupees (India Paid) and
Suez through the Egyptian Transit Co. Suez. it was transferred to
the Austrian P.O. in Alexandria on 21.7, by AGENZIA DEL-
LLOYD AUSTRICO rated 31 kreuzer (23 for Austrian Lloyd + 8
as inland rate to Baden Via Trieste). It was redirected on 8.8 to
its final destination Paris but it was sent by error on 18 . 8 . 46 to
London where the error was discovered and sent back to Paris on
20 . 8 . 46, rated 10 Decimes.

= 17 =



THE 1948/1949 Palestine War Continued
By: Robert J. Cohen

New York, U.S.A.

I read with great interest the article on the registered military
mail of the Gaza front by Lucien S.Toutounji.

Another aspect of collecting this very interesting and under
studied area of Middle Eastern Philatery is the Prisoner Of War
Mail from the same time period.

Most interesting is the general lack of a single method of han-
dling P.O.W. mail. And the wide variety of postal markings or at
times lack of them on thes ceovers.

Figure 1. Cover sent to a P.O.W. In Israeli hands. The cover
bears the Isdud postmark, The large double circle marking of the
International Red Cross, Gaza delegation, a straight line marking
in English, P.O.W. Post and Israeli army censor. It is interesting
to note that the straight line marking is not on all P.O.W. covers.
I assume the Gaza Delegation to Red Cross affixed this marking.
On the reverse is a small square censor label and square censor
marking.

Figure 2. Cover sent to a P.O.W. in Isreali hands from Hebron.
Most common Red Cross Marking on P.O.W. mail.

Figure 3. cover sent to a P.O.W. 1n Israeli hands from Kantara
Figure 4. cover from El Majdal, Gaza Backstamp.

Figure 5. Isreali P.O.W. in Egypt. this is avery interesting
P.O.W. cover. As the Egyptian army advanced going north from
the Gaza Strip, in the general area of El Majdal and Isdud, where
several very small Israeli settlements were captured by the Egyp-
tian Army. One of these was the settlement of Nitzanim was so
small a settlement that it did not have it's own postmark. Both ci-
vilian and military personnel were taken prisoner. Those that es-
caped were relocated to Tel Aviv. Some of the P.O.W. 's from
Nitzanim included the name of the town in there return address
so we are able to know where they came from.

= 12 =



Fig 1
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NEWLY IDENTIFIED CONTINENTAL SAVOY HOTEL
REGISTRATION CACHET
(Lucien S. Toutounj 1)

The registration cachets of the continental Savoy Hotel are usually very
poorly struck. This, we believe, is the reason why the cachet we just discov-
ered went unnoticed for some 70 years. The Arabic wording on the registra-
tion cachet Typel recorded, reads Continental Savoy Bi - Misr, words trans-
lated both " In Cairo " or "In Egypt".

From 1932, starting with ESC HC6 the Arabic wording of the circular post-
marks was changed from Bi - Misr to Al- Kahira, which translates precisely

as "Cairo". The wording in the registration cachet was also changed, we be-
lieve about at the same time. The new wording reading "Continental Savoy
Al - Kahira" in Arabic, as can be seen in type II hereunder:

(R b iy ‘ { R e DIGH- ity

lcommﬁm‘AL - SAvoY tcordrmemm. - savoy
(CAIRO) (CAIRO)
Type I Type 11

When Mike Murphy was in Cairo in October 2001 with the ESC group, we
looked at length at a marvelous Continental Savoy registered cover with all
postmarks struck in blue. Neither of us noticed the difference in the Arabic
wording of the registration cachet. It is only when I was examining the ca-
chet to redraw it more precisely than the reproduction available, that I no-
ticed the difference.

The earliest date I have found with Registration Cachet type II is 1st March
1934, the last date 15 March 1938, both used with cancel type HC II. The
type II registration cachet was relatively short lived, as I have a registered
cover from the hotel dated 16 July 1938, where the registration cachet is re-
placed by a white generic registration label.

Hotel mail collectors, look quickly at your collections and advise mike
Murphy of your findings, so that he can update the record he is keeping of
registered hotel mail !
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EGYPTOMANIA
( By Lucien S. Toutounji )

JAROSLAV DROBNY

gl TR
B UTADE KOLAND GARRC |
: 27 MAl 930 900
i

&

i

:
JEROSLAY ROy, -
) VAINQUEUR £ 1951 £7 1952

FARIS LOGYVRE 1C

ye Lucien £ Teorovwr
9 AVENVE JE FReTEU/ .

:7’§ (7\0"9— /ﬁ%’/\j

Jaroslay Drobny was born in Prague (Czenchoslovakia) on 12
October 1921. He rose to become on of the top ten tennismen in
the world for 10 years during the 1950" s. In 1949 he defected
from communist Czechoslovakia and was granted Egyptian citi-
zenship by Royal Decree by king Farouk. In 1959, Drobny be-
came a British chtizen. He died on 13 september 2001.

As an Egyptian citizen, he won the French Open at Roland Gar-
ros in 1951 and 1952 as well as the Wimbledon Men' s Single in
1954.

To publicize the 2002 Roland Garros competition, the French
post office has recently issued the illustrated postmark shown
above, with the likeness of Jaroslay Drobny and a message re-
membering his 1951 and 1952 victories.
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2002 - Exhibitions
In 2002, The Egyptian Philatelic Society (EPS) took part in PhilaKorea
2002 held in Seoul, and in the European Exhibition of Amphilex 2002 held in Am-
sterdam under FIP patronage. and in Europhilex held in Nicosia (Cyprus) in Octo-
ber, and the first Youth International Exhibit, Espana 2002 held in Salamanca in

November. The results of these exhibitions were as follows:

The Name

Dae,and | BBS .
'"pfhé?t; _ Commissioner =
exhit . . . . '
. Eng. Hisham Farouk |The British Forces in Egyp _
o Bassyouny Issues 1932 - 1939 Vermeil
Phila Dr. Mamdouh The Delta collection: The S
L . Postal Hist f Egypt T
KOI’C&, Dr. Sherif Abd Mosly osta 17650({1—)1/8079 R
~ Aug., | El-Rahman Mr. Lucien Egypt Early Gold
. Sami Toutounji Airmail 1910 - 1937
2002 Samra 3
. Mr. Lucien Egypt - Hotel Vermeil
Seul Sami Toutounji Mail 1890 - 1934 ermei
- . Postal Cancellations of Egyp- e
Mr. Hazem Farid tian Stations 1877 -1921 | Yermeil (Youth)
Mr. Vahe Perfins on Egyptian Si(l};'l‘;‘;'l Eg(l)i[lzc
Valtabedian Stamps Literature)
I AmPhilex, Mr. Karim Darwaza Ottoman Syria Large Silver
Aug’.Sept‘ Dr. Mohamed Mr. Mohamed Zeppeline Flight to Ruby (One Frame
2002 Adel Farid Adel Farid Egypt 193.1 Exhibit)
e Mzr. Hazem Farid Postal Cancellations of Vermeil
Amsterdam Egyptias Stations 1877 - 1935
. Mr Lucien Egypt Hotel Mail LV .
@0 Sami Toubauji 1932 - 1939 i
. . E i ationr
Europhilex . Dr. Ahmed Kilany gy ?g;g _Stl‘l()lgasmey Vanei
| 2002 Mr. Lucien
Lo R Dr. Ibrahim Egypt 1923 Vermeil
October Toutounji Shoukry Crown overprint
2002 Mr. Raafat Egypt Stationrey )
N - Hanalli 1890 - 1930 Vermeil
Nisosia
. Eng. Hisham British Forces 14 Egypt —
_ Bassiouny 1932 - 1939 L. Silver
. . Mr. Hazem Postal Cancellations L. Vermeil
"-E’spana Farid of Egyptian stations SP
- ' Mr. Khaled Egypt postage .
2002 . l Bassyouny prepaid]1941 -1947 LoSileer
O Eng.Hisham : 2
(youth) O ) Miss Talin Egyp[ion Sta[ioncry L.Silver
Noy.2002| Bassiouny Hagopian 1894 - 1984 SLver
Saiamﬁnca Mr. Karm Rulers of Egypt Silver
. S vai‘ri/ ’ Bassyouny Brouze
. p » Miss Tglin Egyptian Art Silver
Hagopion Pharaonic Brouze
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Exhibition Review
Amphilex by: Dr. Adel Farid

Exhibits by Egyptian collectors at Amphilex 2002
achieved very good results. The collection of Mr Karim Darwaza
titled Ottoman Syria, won the recognition of the jury, being the 1
st collection on this subject, which addresses Syrian Postal Histo-
ry under Ottoman Rule, through a thorough display of the differ-
ent cancellations related to different Syrian cities and villages.
The subject 1s very interesting and the material extremely diffi-
cult to find. Also, the exhibit of Dr. Mohamed Adel Farid enti-
tled The Zeppelin Flight to Egypt 1931, was praised. It is the first
attempt at the One Frame Exhibit Class in a philatelic exhibition
and it was a very successful experiment which will probably give
collectors the opportunity to exhibit interesting subjects, without
having to acquire material for a large number of frames.

It is interesting that in the youth class, EPS members
were able to get distinguished results indicating the bright future
awaiting them when they evolve into professional classes. EPS
youth members were eligible for 6 entries in their class, the result
that is very promising.

One must stand in ovation for Eng. Samir Fikry's
achievement in the Court of Honour in PhilaKorea and the com-
ing exhibit of Europhilex Cyprus 2002.

Hoping all the success to EPS and its members.



THE EGYPTIAN PARTICIPATION IN CYPRUS
EUROPHILEX 2002
Lucien S. Toutounji - Commissioner for Egypt

This European specialized philatelic exhibition was held in Nicosia
from 22 to 29 October 2002, under the patronage of FEPA with the
recognition of FIP, with a total of 1100 competitive frames. Priority
was given to exhibits with European subjects.

A conscious effort was made by the Organizers to accept new entries.
This is most commendable for its positive impact on the development
of philately and exhibiting. It is also of particular interest to exhibitors
from countries where no national exhibitions have recently been held,
as is the case with Egypt. Three Egyptian exhibits were first times.

The general standard of the exhibits was quite high, with 7 Large Gold
and 37 Gold medals awarded. Samir Fikri's The Postal History of
Egypt shown in Court of Honour, was in my opinion, the most impres-
sive private exhibit.

Attendance by the general public was sparse, due to a national holiday
also, limited advertising. Nonetheless, there was a number of good
level exhibits by Cypriot collectors, showing that the hobby is vibrant
on the Island of Aphrodite.

Egyptians were' the largest foreign group in attendance, with Samir
and Jeanne Fikri, Ibrahim Shoukry, Adel Farid, Ahmed Kilany, Lucien
and Jackie Toutounji.

The organizers welcome was warm, sincere and efficient. No effort-
was spared to make our stay pleasant and busy with philatelic, social
and tourism activities.

Particular thanks are due to Nicos Rangos Chairman of the Organizing
Committee, the indefatiguable and gracious General Commissioner
Leda Theocarides, General Secretary George Antoniou and the many
others who made our stay unforgettable. While we left them with
much regret and fond memories, I can well understand they were hap-

py the exhibition was successful and also, over!
21 -



James Béndon
Publisher of the award-winning
Eovpt %
k) gypt .
‘g Stamps and Postal History i
by :
j Peter A.S. Smith \i
(copies availablable at US$195 + %4 postage)
% welcomes back I’Orient Philatélique &w
for details of books on world-wide philately and postal history
ask for our catalogue or visit our website at www.JamesBendon.com
James Bendon Litd.
PO Box 56484, 3307 Limassol, Cyprus fax: +357 25632352 email: books@JamesBendon.com
O R e oo 2 %0 9 S

PERFINS ON FRANCE AND FRENCH
POST OFFICES STAMPS
ALEXANDRIA - PORT SAID

(VAHE VARJABEDIAN)

AFTER PUBLISHING MY BOOKLET ABOUT THE EGYPTIAN PER-
FINS. MANY PERFIN COLLECTOR FRIENDS SUGGESTED TO
MAKE A STUDY OF THE FRENCH POST OFFICES IN EGYPT.

WITH THE HELP OF FRENCH PERFIN COLLECTORS, I AM SHOW-
ING ON THE NEXT 3 PAGES ALL THE FIRMS ON THE FRENCH
AND ALEXANDRIA AND PORT SAID STAMPS. MOST OF THE
FIRMS ON THESE STAMPS ARE THE SAME AS ON THE EGYPTIAN
PERFINS EXCEPT FOR 2 DIFFERENT FIRMS. THE PORT SAID
FIRMS ARE 5 AND ALEXANDRIA FIRMS ARE 10.

- 22 -



POST - SAID

FIRM HOLES | EARL.DATE | LAT.DATE |NOTICES
CREDIT
C. 10H. 1910 1926
LYONNAIS
L.9H.
BANK
COMPTOIR
C. 13H. 1902 1924
NATIONAL
N. 19 H.
D'ESCOMPTE
BANK
FUS
DRLEL D 128 1900 1906
MIEG M. 17 H.
& CIE
C.11H.
IMPERIAL
LSH. 1914 1926
OTTOMAN o
BANE B. 13 H.
L.SAVON
&company | L7TH 1914 1922
LS S10 H.
SHIP AGENT

~ 93 -




ALEXANDRIA

FIRM HOLES | EARL.DATE | LAT.DATE [NOTICES
BANK B. 14 1900 1911
MOSSERI M. 21
CREDIT C.o. 1911 1927
/ J
I YONNAIS e
’ BANK
CREDIT ¢
C.® 1902 1930
LYONNAIS L7
BANK A.10
(el s |
COMPTOIR
NATIONAL C. 13. 1907 1924
DESCOMPTE | 5
DE
PARIS
’ ETAB.
E. 10
SROST 1910 1922
BANK 0.10
RETAILER B 13

~ 24




FIRM HOLES | EARL.DATE | LAT.DATE | NOTICES
P
IMPERIAL 1.5 1914 1925
OTTOMAN .
BANK B 13
OTTOMAN 0.10 1924 1928
BANK B.13
REINHART R.12
AND 8. 12 1925 1928
CO.LTD C 3
COTT
OTTON o6
DEALERS
R. 12
REINHART % 14
AND C 3 1909 1923
CO.LTD 0.6
COTTON L.7
DEALERS T.5
D.6
R.O.
R.15
LINDEMANN 1918 1922
0.14
COTTON i 8
DEALERS
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THE MIS-PERFORATED STAMPS OF EGYPT

(Lucien S. Toutounji )

The purpose of this article, is to record how the mis- perforated stamps
of Egypt came into philatelic hands, which also explains why
"complete” collections (one example of each stamp) were available.

In the late 1970' s, I had the pleasure to meet in Alexandria, Jacques
Kassab, one of the leading Egyptian philatelists. At the time, I was
buying from him the last "Complete" mis-perf collection he had.

He told me that following the 1954 Koubbeh palace sale of the royal
philatelic collection, he offered to the Egyptian government to buy all
the philatelic items remaining for the princely sum of L.Eg.25.000,
" then equivalent to about $.65.000. A lot of money at the time. His of-
fer was accepted.

When he went to retrieve his stamps, he found two suitcases contain-
ing mis-perf stamps. He was told by the official in charge, that they
were not part of his deal, as H. R. Harmers Ltd. had declined to in-
clude them in the auction, considering them to be labels of little phila-
telic merit, "made to order" for the kings of Egypt.

Jacques Kassab went back to the Minister of Finance who was in
charge of the transaction and claimed the mis-perfs as part of the deal.

After investigation and ascertaining that they had been considered as
labels of little value, instructions were given to deliver them to him.

This is why "complete" collections of mis-perf stamps can be found,
which is not the case for the "cancelled back" stamps which went to
different buyers in the auction. But, they also were "made to order" for
the kings of Egypt !

- 26 -



PSR > INI/ANES VAU A CAC V]
> Letters to the Editor

Palestine Errors:

value 1958 10th Anniversary of the Declaration of Human
Rights, of the Gaza (Palestine) issue. This is S. G. No. 99b, Bali-
an No. 4b, and Scott No. N71 error. These are genuine overprint ?
omitted errors, of which only one sheet of 50 exists. This set \‘

consists of two stamps, the other being the 10m value, of which
also a sheet of 50 with the same overprint omitted error exists, S.
G. No. 3b, and Scott No. N70 error. Therefore there are out there
8 single error stamps of the 10 m value, waiting to be reunited
with the 8 single error stsmps of the 35 m value. I am open to ei-

ther buy, exchange, or sell my 8 stamps, the main goal 1s to com-

plete the sets.

Please contact Roger Thomas at: rogerthomas @ mindspring. com
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